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SWIM	 Possibie Collapse of the Albanian Government

The followieg information, eated 14 Mbreh 103,
is trona usually reliable individual vith excellent
end highly sensitive contact* in the Italiae Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. The folloving report is
previolmtlydistributed as prelistmwry dissemination
numbered 140-417.
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4N11	 1. Tee Itallsoireoeign Office believes thet the collapse of...,.. .. COL,' Albania may be a matter at brief time. There Is no concrete evidence

• -.2	 to substantiate this belief. Nowever, this has led to:..i - cle =
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La.■ = M g...1,	 a. A special mottos of the Italian Foreign Ministry policy

	

at W U.8 co	 advisore 011 the evening of 14 March; and,=,...,c _
et — ....=...z , ... b. A special discussion of Albaaia's future as one of the= Lai co W

	

4.1 1 .• = =	 prineipal reasons for the recall of the Italian
sebassadors to Washington, Paris, London zed Bose for4.1
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1=1	 a contervoice in Acne beginning 16 March and ending(4r,, -2Ir tua .4t aNa

talc	 18 Kerek. Other agenda of the conference are Trieste
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■	 and the When Fact.Loa, ua,u =D
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2. fao Italian Ministry of ?Groton Affairs is hi ghly fearful of
partition or territorial reduction of Albania immediately following
the possible eolleese for the following reasons:

a. ?wages' statement to De Gaeperi during the latter 'a
visit to Athems that Greece vas not prepared to
renounce any claims to northern Epirus although it
would not resort to force for revindicatioel

• Known Tuenslav claims in northern Albania coupled with
the Tugeslav origin of recent disorders in Albania; and

c. The historic tendeney of Greot Britain in favor of
partition of Albania.

3. The Italians rigidly Nuetoia the necessity of Preeorviee the
territorial integrity of Albanis on historical grounds but also for the
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additional reason of current cogency that coneequence* emerging from
the partition of the first Satellite to fall vould have disastrous
effects on efforts to wean other Satellites.

4. Although Italians are apparently aware that the United States
favor* territorial integrity of Albania they fear that 4 fait
ace	 i of Yugoslav or Greek making wemad mak* any subsequent United
thtes representation fruitleu.
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